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By Mark Hayward
New Hampshire Union Leader

CONCORD — Unlike nearly every other 
business in the state, New Hampshire li-
quor stores do not have to report large 
cash transactions to the IRS, a ruling an-
nounced by Attorney General John For-
mella last week.

Formella announced that the IRS had 
resolved the issue of whether state-owned 
and operated liquor stores have to report 
every cash transaction of $10,000 or more, 
a practice designed to thwart money-laun-
dering.

Formella released a letter from the IRS, 
dated Feb. 8, 2021, that exempts the State 
Liquor Commission from the requirement, 
which applies to nearly everyone else — 
individuals, banks, businesses and trusts.

The announcement and 12-page report 
set off another round of squabbling be-
tween the liquor commission and Andru 
Volinsky, a former Democratic executive 
councilor who raised the issue with the 
cash purchase of more than $24,000 worth 
of liquor, mostly Hennessy products, that 
he witnessed at a state liquor store in 
Keene in 2018.

The liquor commission has not decided 
if it will continue to report large cash trans-
actions in light of the IRS determination.

“This IRS ruling and (Department of 
Justice) report provide a long-anticipated 
and definitive end to an attempt to smear 
the reputation of one of the nation’s lead-
ing retailers and most successful beverage 
alcohol control states,” said Commission 
Chairman Joseph Mollica in a statement 
issued the same day that Formella issued 
his report.

The statement said Volinsky and the 
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New Hampshire authori-
ties recently rejected two 
separate requests for inter-
nal information about prob-
lem police officers, bucking 
a trend of more police ac-
countability and transpar-
ency since the murder of 
George Floyd, advocates 
said.

The latest resistance oc-
curred two weeks ago, when 
Attorney General John For-
mella filed court challenges 
to efforts by the ACLU-New 
Hampshire to access re-
cords regarding the ter-
mination of State Trooper 
Haden Wilber last August.

The state already has paid 
$212,000 to resolve a law-
suit filed by Robyn White 
of Maine against Wilber. In 
2017, White was jailed for 
13 days because Wilber be-
lieved she had hidden drugs 
inside her body, according 
to her federal lawsuit.

She was prodded to sub-
mit to body cavity searches, 
two full-body X-ray scans 
and a drug test and had to 
wait in jail until she passed 
whatever authorities be-
lieved was inside. No drugs 
were found, and prosecu-
tors eventually dropped all 
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A Small Prayer
When You, Lord, beckon us 

to do Your good works, help 
us to joyfully answer. Amen

Today’s Chuckle
Some people clean up 

in the stock market and 
others just get soaked.
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By Ryan Lessard
Union Leader Correspondent

A handful of court cases holding up 
a major Amazon distribution center in 
Hudson since last summer have been 
dropped, clearing the way for con-
struction of up to 2.6 million square 
feet of warehouse space on the Green 
Meadow Golf Club property.

After developer Hillwood Enterpris-

es secured zoning approvals for the 
project last spring, a group of Hudson 
residents appealed the decision.

None of the parties would com-
ment on the cases or a possible set-
tlement agreement.

“We are not able to discuss any 
details with respect to legal proceed-
ings,” said Scott Tranchemontagne, a 
spokesman for Hillwood.

Hillwood would not answer ques-
tions about a possible construction 
timeline.

Similarly, attorney Amy Manzelli of 
BCM Environmental and Land Law, 
who represented residents opposed 
to the project, declined to comment. 

And the resident website SaveHud-
sonNH.org, which used to be filled 
with material opposed to the project, 
no longer includes any mention of it.

Town Planner Brian Groth said he 
has had a couple of meetings with 
Hillwood representatives since the 
cases were dismissed, and he believes 
the company will make more infor-
mation available in the coming weeks.

“We expect them to have a project 
website that will provide people with 
updates and expectations, and give 
them a place to ask questions,” Groth 
said.
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William Jardine of Manchester walks through a dusting of snow on a cold morning at Dorrs Pond 
on Monday. Temperatures will slowly become more springlike as the week progresses. Forecast, 
Page B10. 

A dusting of winter

Court appeals dropped, Amazon project can move forward

THOMAS ROY/UNION LEADER

A bit of snow remained at midday Monday around a green at 
Green Meadow Golf Club in Hudson. As the approval process 
for the Hudson Logistics Center moves forward, Green Meadow 
opened earlier this month for another season.

Still many steps before 
construction can begin at the 
Green Meadow Golf Club.

HUDSON

IRS: State liquor 
stores need not 
report big cash 
transactions

Though it’s not a requirement, 
NH’s attorney general says the 
stores should continue to do so.

LIQUOR COMMISSION

State tries to 
block release 
of ex-trooper 
case records

ACLU sought 
records on trooper’s 
termination over 
handling of drug 
search.

By Kevin Landrigan
New Hampshire Union Leader

CONCORD — The state on 
Monday began advertising for 
commercial insurance compa-
nies to run the state’s first vol-
untary paid family and medical 
leave plan, while Gov. Chris Su-
nunu vowed to veto a House-
passed bill that would kill the 

new program.
The request for proposals, 

from the departments of Ad-
ministrative Services, Employ-
ment Security and Insurance, 
is the biggest development on 
this front since Sununu got leg-
islative leaders to include the 
new benefit in the two-year 
state budget.

“A statewide, private-market, 
truly voluntary paid leave plan 
does not exist in any other state, 
and New Hampshire is lead-
ing the way,” Sununu said in a 
statement. “After years of talk, 

we are finally moving forward 
with a viable paid leave product 
that is available to anyone who 
wants it and forced upon no 
one who does not. Today is an-
other step in the right direction 
for New Hampshire families!”

Two years in a row, Sununu 
vetoed legislation to create a 
mandatory benefit he called an 
“income tax.” The bills would 
have allowed employers to de-
duct from a worker’s wages to 
pay for the benefit.

The program Sununu signed 
off on will make covered work-

ers eligible for up to six weeks 
of leave at 60% of their salary if 
they or a loved one are sick. The 
coverage is meant to be equal 
to benefits under the federal 
Family and Medical Leave law.

Once it is up and running, 
the program will be open to all 
state employees and to private 
employers of any size. Com-
panies that offer it can claim 
50% of its premiums as a credit 
against what they owe the state 
under the low-rate Business 

State seeks insurer to run new program as House votes to repeal it
Sununu says he’ll veto 

repeal bill if it reaches his 
desk.

MEDICAL, FAMILY LEAVE

“... we are finally moving 
forward with a viable 

paid leave product that is 
available to anyone  

who wants it and forced 
upon no one who does not.”

GOV. CHRIS SUNUNU
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